
Having instructed his audience to live holy lives, Peter 
now applies the principle of holy living to specific 
situations, namely, submitting to authority. What tends to 
characterize your relationship to authority? Do you tend 
to be rebellious and anti-authority? Or do you tend to 
respect higher authority and be a rule-follower? 

In Peter’s day, persecution and slavery made 
submission to authority difficult. What conditions today make it difficult? 

Who are some of the authority figures in your life? How well 
are you relating to them? What can you do to improve?  

V. 17 says to “Honor everyone” (ESV) or “Show proper respect to 
everyone” (NIV).  On a scale from 1-10, how respectful have you 
been to others lately, particularly to those who have been 
disrespectful towards you?  

How can you follow Christ’s example of self-denial and suffering injustice willingly without 
seeking revenge in your own life?

Read 1 Peter 2:13-25 
1. How are Christians to act toward government authorities (vv. 13-17)? 
2. What does Peter mean by “Be subject” (v. 13)? Are there limitations to submission? 

When it comes to submitting to authority, where do you “draw the line”?  
3. How can Christ’s example (vv. 21-23) help you when you are mistreated?  
4. What should Christians do when their legal rights are violated by authority gone wrong? 

Accept suffering? Insist on justice? Confront authority?
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Sermon Guide 
1 Peter 2:13-25

Peter states that we are called to suffer unjustly and to continue to live holy lives in spite of 
this suffering, just as our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ modeled (v. 21).  1 Peter 2:24 
expands on the purpose and nature of Christ’s suffering in stating: “He himself bore our 
sins in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his 
wounds you have been healed.” Listen to the song, read the lyrics, and or sing along to “By 
His Wounds” by Mac Powell.
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