
  In Ruth 1:21, Naomi states, “I went away full, and 
the Lord has brought me back empty.” Using Naomi’s 
terms, in what way is your life “full”? In what way is 
it “empty”? Which word depicts your life now more 
accurately?  

How do you respond in the face of suffering? Are you more 
like Job or Naomi? 

God is both great and good. God is great: He is our  
sovereign, omnipotent and Almighty God, worthy of reverence. God 
is also good: He is our loving Father who has our best interests at 
heart, has a plan for us, and as we learned last week, demonstrates 

covenantal hesed for us. In Naomi’s case, she recognized God’s greatness (His sovereignty over all 
things; Almighty God), but may have deemphasized his goodness, particularly within the context 
of her life. Often times, we, like Naomi, may forget the truth of God’s goodness and/or greatness 
and emphasize one quality over the other. Do you feel like you have a balanced view of God in 
terms of both His goodness and greatness? Have you emphasized one quality over the other? Can 
you affirm God’s sovereignty over all things? Do you trust in His goodness in the midst of 
suffering, even if the reason for that suffering is never fully explained? 

Read Job 1:13-2:10 
1. How are the stories and sufferings of Job and Naomi similar? How are they different?   
2. Compare the responses of Job and Naomi in the face of immense suffering. How are 

they similar? How are they different? 
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In response to his suffering, Job states, “The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; 
blessed be the name of the LORD” (Job 1:21, ESV). May we have a faith like Job that 
continues to praise God amidst trials and tribulations. As a group, listen to the song, read 
the lyrics, and/or sing,“Blessed Be Your Name,” by Tree63. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0cAvqByM1Fk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0cAvqByM1Fk

