
  In Ruth 2:3, the latter part of the verse reads, 
“and she happened to come to the part of the field 
belonging to Boaz” (ESV).  While the verse literally 
reads as if Ruth came to Boaz’s field by chance, 
commentators view this verse as an ironic 
statement, “its purpose to undermine purely 
rational explanations for human experiences and to 
refine the reader’s understanding of 

providence” (Daniel Block).  This week’s passage further underscores that God is at work in our 
human relationships, accomplishing his redemptive plans. How has God’s providence been 
illustrated in the story of Ruth so far? How do you define “providence”? 

K. Lawson Younger Jr. states, “The hesed that Ruth and Boaz do is 
a reflection of the type of hesed God does. It is through the doing of 
hesed that people will know that we are Christ’s disciples, if we do hesed 
one to another (cf. John 13:35).” How can you show hesed to the people 
in your life?  

How can you, as a Bridge Community Group, show hesed to those in your 
community? 

Read Leviticus 19:9-10 and Deuteronomy 24:19-22 
1. Based on these verses, how does God’s Law show hesed for the marginalized groups of 

society (i.e. the foreigner, widow, and orphan)? 
Read Ruth 2:1-23 
2. How did Boaz go above and beyond what the Law required? What does this say about 

his character?  
3. What examples of hesed do you see in this chapter?  
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1 Corinthians 10:31 states, “So whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the 
glory of God.” Spend some time in corporate prayer, asking God to show you ways in which 
you can glorify His Name and show hesed to the people around you this coming week.  Ask 
God to use you within the context of your human relationships to accomplish His redemptive 
purposes, just as He did in the story of Ruth.  


